Comparison of a non-radioactive hybridization assay for detection of hepatitis B virus DNA with the radioactive method.
Biotin and 32P-labelled HBV probes were compared in 150 sera analysed with a spot hybridization test. In 144 cases (96%) results were concordant. The non-isotopic procedure was therefore not only simple and rapid to perform, but also sensitive and specific. Since it overcame the problems associated with 32P, it allowed more diagnostic applications of HBV-DNA determination in serum.